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President & Captainôs Message 

 

One hundred years!  Where has the time gone?  You know, itôs said that time flies when youôre having 

fun and Iôve been a member of El Kahir Shrine and the Foot Patrol for nine years and can safely say that 

time has flown and that it definitely has been and still is fun!  I was assured when considering joining the 

Masonic Family that I would have to look long and hard to find a finer group of men.  That has been true 

and even more so within this great unit of El Kahir.  Although the history and memories of our 

predecessors may fade with time, I will say with a high degree of confidence that the members of todayôs 

unit carry the same spirit, principle and purpose that initially attracted and brought our founding Nobles 

together to form and enjoy the El Kahir Foot Patrol. 

 

Still, as in the past, members of the Foot Patrol are engaged in a wide array of activities that serve our 

great Shrine and support the greatest philanthropy in the world. 

 

I hope that you find the material in book as exciting as it was to me when I found it while doing the 

research.  This book is a historical collection of many items about El Kahir Shrine that I found in our 

Templeôs actual minutes as well as a collection photos from many sources.  This isnôt Life Magazine but 

I sure hope you enjoy the many pictures and items that represent our Shrine over more than 100 years. 

 

As we march into the future, let us be mindful of those that came before us and set a worthy and visible 

example in our communities that others may choose to emulate.  May our hearts, minds and talents be so 

engaged to rebound to the glory of God, the service of mankind, the continued support of our childrenôs 

hospitals and the realization of true friendship and fellowship in El Kahirôs first, oldest and one of its 

greatest units - The El Kahir Foot Patrol. 

 

Happy Birthday El Kahir Foot Patrol - Hereôs to your next one hundred years!! 

 

Michael Karl Moseley 

2007 President and Captain, 

El Kahir Foot Patrol 
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What is a Shriner? 

 

Someone may answer: "Oh yeah, Shriners are those guys who always have those parades with 

the wild costumes, wearing funny hats like flowerpots and have those big conventions."   

Another may think of Shrine circuses and Shrine clowns. 

 

"I don't know about that," a passerby may add.  "But I do know my little girl was born with club 

feet and now they are straight, and she can walk like anyone else, thanks to Shriners Hospital 

for Children." 

 

"She can walk?" questions still another.  "I thought the Shriners ran those fantastic burn 

hospitals.  I've read stories about them saving kids with burns on 90 percent of their bodies." 

 

All those people are right.  Each has experienced an aspect of the Shrinedom.  What they cannot 

experience, unless they are Shriners, is the camaraderie, deep friendship, good fellowship and 

great times shared by all Shriners.  What they may not know is that all Shriners share a Masonic 

heritage and adhere to the principles of Freemasonry - Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. 

 

Thirteen Masons organized the first Shrine Temple in 1872.  That first Temple was named 

Mecca and was in New York City.  They knew they needed an appealing theme for their new 

order, so they chose the Arabic (Near East) theme.  The most noticeable symbol of Shrinedom 

is the distinctive fez that all Shriners wear at official functions. 

 

There are approximately over 400,000 Shriners now.  There are 191 Temples and clubs, 

throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico and the Republic of Panama.  There are 22 

Shriners Hospital for Children, 18 orthopedic hospitals, three burn hospitals and one hospital 

that provides orthopedic, burn and spinal cord injury care.  These hospitals have cured or 

substantially helped more than 600,000 children at no cost to parent or child, since the first 

Shriners Hospital opened in 1922.  

 

Shriners Creed 

 

Shriners believe in God and that He created man to serve His purposes, among which is service 

to others in His name.  We believe that care for the less fortunate, especially children who 

suffer from burns and crippling diseases, is our institutional calling.  We are patriots, each 

willing to serve his country with fidelity and courage.  We cherish independence under law and 

freedom with responsibility.  We honor family.  We respect our parents, wives and children.  

We should instill in our children the tenets of this creed, and the heritage from which it 

emanates.  As individuals we pledge ourselves to integrity, virtue and nobility of character.  Our 

intentions will be honorable, our relations will be trustworthy and our spirits forgiving of each 

other.  As brothers we offer each other fraternal affection and respect.  Together we will support 

each other in adherence to this creed, so that we and our communities will be the better because 

of our fraternity and its principles.   

 

As Shriners we look beyond ourselves to serve the needs of others, especially children who 

cannot help themselves. We believe Shriners Hospitals to be the world's greatest philanthropy, 

and we covenant with each other to support its "temples of mercy" with spirit, time, talent and 

means. 
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