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BUYING A COMPUTER
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BUYING A COMPUTER

What Is Hardware & Software?

 Choices When Buying A Computer
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WHAT IS HARDWARE & SOFTWARE?

 Hardware
 Processor (CPU)

 Memory

 Hard Drive (Internal/External)

 Monitor

 Keyboard

 Mouse

 Printer / Copier

 Scanner / FAX

 Speakers

 Web Camera

 Microphone

 Software (On Hard Drive)
 Entertainment Programs

 Browse Internet

 Financial Management

 Home Inventory

 Operating System

 Games

 Antivirus

 Genealogy

 Spreadsheet

 Word Processor
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CHOICES WHEN BUYING A COMPUTER - 1

 Computer Type (Laptop, Netbook Or Desktop)
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CHOICES WHEN BUYING A COMPUTER - 2

 Windows Versions
 98 - Obsolete

 2000 – Obsolete

 ME - Obsolete

 XP (Home Or Professional) – Most Stable OS
 Available From Custom Builders

 XP Home Available On Some Netbooks

 Currently Supported Until 2014

 Vista (Home Basic, Home Premium, Business, Ultimate)
 Not Recommended – Lots Of Issues

 Windows 7 (Starter, Home Premium, Professional, Ultimate)
 Latest Windows Version – Stable

 Home Premium Standard On Most Retail PCs

 Starter On Some Netbooks
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CHOICES WHEN BUYING A COMPUTER - 3

 Price Range ($125 - $10,0000+)

How Often Used (More Use, Then Better Quality 

Needed)

 Speed (How Fast Does The PC Need To Be?)

 Storage (How Many Software Programs And How 

Much Data Will You Need To Store?)

 Used Or Refurbished Or New Or Custom Built

Monitor Size

Graphics Required?
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CHOICES WHEN BUYING A COMPUTER - 4

Monitor (CRT Or Flat Screen)

 CRT – Old Technology, Hard To Find

 Flat Screen – Current Technology

 Size – 10 Inch To 57 Inch

Resolution – Higher Means Sharper Image

 Cost – $20 - $8,500
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CHOICES WHEN BUYING A COMPUTER - 5

 Hard Drive (Amount Of Storage In Gigabytes)

 Optical Drive – Read Only Or Read/Write

 CD – 650 Meg To 700 Meg

 DVD – 4,700 Meg (4.7 Gig)

 Blu-Ray – 25,000 Meg (25 Gig)

 Number Of Processors & Speed

 More Of Either Improves Efficiency

 Memory (RAM) – 2 Gig Minimum Recommended (1 Gig For Netbook)

 Some Come With 3 or 4 Gig

 Internet Connection – DSL (Medium), Cable (Fast) Or Dial-up (Slow - SNAIL)

 Printer, Copier, Scanner, Fax

 Bundled Software

 Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS)
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SETTING UP THE COMPUTER

 Connect Monitor, Keyboard & Mouse

 Accounts & Passwords

 Turn-On & Log-On

 Using The Mouse – Customize Mouse Settings

 User Accounts

 Password

 User Account Picture

 Switch Users

 Date & Time

 Screen Size

 Keyboard

 Turn Off PC Or Restart PC
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BARB’S COMPUTER (2008 PRICES)
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MIDWEST COMPUTER BROKERS
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